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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 


Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts; 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  Ibrowse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #08JAKARTA1114. 

Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 

08JAKARTA1 1 14  2008-06-06  08:38  201 1-08-30  01:44  CONFIDENTIAL  Embassy  Jakarta 
Appears  in  these  articles: 

http  ://www.  aftenposten.no/ spesial/wikileaksdokumenter/ article40253 00 . ece 
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SUBJECT:  UPDATE  ON  SATELINDO  BROADCASTING  OF  AL-MANAR  TV 
REF:  (A)  STATE  44312  (B)  00922 

Classified  By:  Economic  Officer  Yvonne  Gonzales  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) . 

J.1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  Based  on  meetings  with  Indosat  and 

Government  of  Indonesia  (GOI)  officials,  they  are  not 
inclined  to  stop  broadcasting  Al-Manar  in  Indonesia  without  a 
legal  basis.  While  Indosat  responded  positively  towards  our 
arguments,  they  said  they  would  not  cancel  their  contract 
with  Al-Manar  until  the  GOI  determined  that  Al-Manar  violated 


broadcasting  regulation.  However,  the  GOI  says  Al-Manar  has 
not  violated  broadcasting  regulation.  The  Embassy  met  with 
Indosat  Deputy  President  Director  Dr.  Kaizad  B.  Heerjee  and 
his  staff.  Ministry  of  Communication  and  Information 
Technology  Director  General  of  Posts  and  Telecommunications 
Basuki  Yusuf  Iskandar  and  his  colleague  at  the  Ministry 
Deputy  Director  General  for  International  Affairs  Ikhsan 
Baidirus  and  PT  Asia  Global  Media  Head  of  Programming  Brad 
Cox.  PDAS  Gerald  Feierstein  S/CT  also  raised  the  issue  with 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  (MFA)  Director  of  International 
Security  and  Disarmament  Desra  Percaya.  We  did  not  get  a 
requested  meeting  with  Chairman  of  the  Indonesian 
Broadcasting  Commission  (IBC)  Sasa  Djuarsa  Sendjaja,  but  we 
did  receive  a letter  from  him.  END  SUMMARY. 

12.  (C)  INDOSAT  WANTS  LEGAL  COVER:  Heerjee  said  Indosat  did 

not  want  to  be  involved  with  a terrorist  organization. 
However,  he  said  Indosat  faced  financial  penalty  or  a 
possible  lawsuit  if  the  company  breaks  its  contract  with 
Al-Manar  without  a GOI  determination  that  Al-Manar  is  in 
violation  of  Indonesian  law.  Heerjee  said,  &I  have  to  be 
fair  commercially . 8 He  recommended  formal  communication 
from  the  USG  stating  the  request  to  end  broadcasting  of 
Al-Manar  as  well  as  consequences  that  could  be  applied  to 
Indosat  as  a New  York  Stock  Exchange  listed  company.  He  said 
the  communication  could  be  addressed  to  Indosat,  the  Ministry 
of  Communication  and  Information  Technology  or  the  MFA. 
Heerjee  said  Indosat  shared  our  concerns  about  keeping  this 
issue  out  of  the  media. 

13.  (C)  GOI  FINDS  NO  FAULT  WITH  AL-MANAR:  After  repeated 
requests  for  a meeting,  Sendjaja  replied  by  letter.  The  text 
of  the  letter  reads  as  follows: 

&I  have  received  your  facsimile  message  dated  May  7th  2008 
regarding  Request  for  Appointment, . We  deeply  regret  that 
due  to  the  very  tight  schedule  and  many  activities  to  run,  we 
have  not  had  any  good  opportunity  to  arrange  any  meeting  or 
appointment  on  the  day  that  you  proposed. 

However,  concerning  the  broadcasting  of  Al-Manar  satellite 
television,  I would  like  to  give  a brief  explanation  of  how  I 
view  the  broadcasting: 

11.  Based  on  the  democratic  spirit  that  inspires  the  realm  of 
broadcasting,  our  country  gives  the  rights  to  the  people  to 
access  any  information  as  well  as  to  express  ideas  through 
satellites  to  and  from  around  the  world.  Also,  due  to  the 
Open  Sky  Policy  that  will  enable  greater  choice  for 
consumers,  I find  that  Al-Manar  television  is  one  of  the  many 
other  cable  television  stations  to  augment  the  choices  for 
the  audience  throughout  the  world. 

12.  In  the  perspective  of  the  content,  I have  observed  and 
made  an  analysis  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  have 
no  problem  with  what  Al-Manar  has  broadcasted. 

13.  I have  also  consulted  with  the  Directorate  General  of  the 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  he  states  that  with  regard  to 
the  rules  and  regulations,  the  Government  of  Indonesia  cannot 
ban  the  access  of  any  satellite  television  to  the  people. 
Besides,  he  also  asserts  that  thus  far  he  finds  no  problem 
with  the  television  st 


